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Instrumentation

24 Violins

8 Violas

8 Violoncellos
4 Contrabasses

(contrabasses sound an octave lower than written.)

Notation Index

pizzicato symbols

microtonal accidentals (not precise) o A /*/' pizz. bow pressure symbol

A A 1 S

ie ie 2e Pe r > . r B

.s!lzght{y higher .!lightl)' lower .sllzght{)' higher .sl‘lzghib' lower .s!nap/ bartok  fingernail .slnap piz=. )mrm()nic zltse mich

than natural than natural than sharp than flat pizz. pizz. to the side  pizz. bow pressure,
same speed

Ord. always means “normal arco”
Sul pont. and sul tasto always imply arco regardless of what has come before.
Glissandos always begin with the note proceeding the glissando line and should last the duration of that note.

Performance Notes

This piece is a tree. The string families are the limbs, the individual instruments are the
branches and the different types of pizzicato and arco timbres are the leaves. The players
should not be alarmed by what they hear in the other instruments surrounding them and
should not try to latch on to any other instruments. Each part is designed to be slightly
different, and though at times the performers will hear their part played on another
instrument, they should strive to be independent of the other instruments and dependent only
on the time that the conductor is beating. Each instrumentalist should be a soloist.

Though pitch accuracy and rhythmic precision are certainly important, they are not the most
important aspects of this piece. The gestures and the group's diverse sounds are the most
important parts.

Players should not get discouraged from reading what looks like a very difficult passage in a
complicated rhythm. What they should do instead, is try to get as close as possible and

concern themselves only with making their line as beautiful as possible and worry little about
a few missed notes or slight inaccuracies of rhythm.

Conductor Notes

The tempo can and should fluctuate at times throughout the piece. However, the conductor
must make every downbeat as clear as possible and gesture with her hands at each 10 measure
rehearsal mark.

Duration: ca.15 minutes

http://www.AndrewStewartAllen.com/
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